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Thailand, said the Chinese state enterprise
COMMODITIES also aims to invest more in rubber plan-
tations overseas, particularly in countries
h g o along the Equator, which are conducive to
C lna alms to rubber cultivation.
They have invested in Myanmar, Laos,
f Vietnam, Cambodia, Indonesia and African
tap armers countries, he said, adding young Chinese
workers were sent overseas to take care of
f bb the plantations and the rubber trade.
Or ru er “China has a policy of sending young
men and women to build their careers over-
seas,” said Mr Jarin.
ASSAWIN PAKKAWAN He said the raw material will be fed to
hundreds of rubber processing plants in
A Chinese state enterprise is to team up  China.
with farmer networks to set up a joint A Natural Rubber Policy Committee
venture to purchase rubber directly from  meeting on Dec 15 was told that Chinese
growers, according to a source in rubber  imports of rubber from Thailand has
exporting circles. declined since 2016.

China Hinan Rubber Industry Group Co The drop was attributed to the growth
would first focus on networks in the North  of rubber plantations in Cambodia, Laos,
and then the Northeast, the source said, Myanmar and Vietnam, over the past 10
adding the company has also held discus-  years.
sions with several major rubber processors. The trees there have been ready for tap-

The firm is likely to purchase the rubber  ping over the past one or two years. These
at two or three baht per kilogramme higher  countries currently supply 5.3% of the com-
than the market price, the source noted.  modity to the global rubber market.

The networks had discussed such coopera- China, the world’s biggest rubber con-
tion with the National Farmers Council, the  sumer, has increased imports rubber from
source added. these countries to feed domestic demand,

Veerasak Sinthuwong, an executive of  according to the committee.
the Rubber Network Council and Rubber Meanwhile, rubber exports generally
Farmers Institute of Thailand (RNRF), said ~ from Thailand Vietnam, Malaysia and
such cooperation would open the door  Indonesia — the main suppliers — rose by
for the Chinese firm to buy the commod-  7.55%, 8.8%, 18.69% and 25.38%,respec-
ity directly from rubber farmers. tively, from 2016 to last year, the commit-

“The Chinese state enterprise wants 4.5  tee said.
million tonnes of rubber a year and Hinan The increase stemmed from a rise in
Rubber aims to increase consumption to  both rubber production and demand, it
five million tonnes of rubber nextyear,” said ~ said.

Mr Veerasak. Last year, the global supply of rubber

Jarin Thamdee, deputy chairman of the  was estimated at 13.53 million tonnes,
committee dealing with rubber farmer as opposed to a demand of 13.04 mil-
networks under the Rubber Authority of  lion tonnes.
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