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RUBBER AID APPROVED

The Cabinet yesterday approved
measures worth Bt13 billion to help
rubber farmers and support falling
prices, the director of a state rubber
agency said.

Growing unhappiness among
farmers hit by weak commaodity prices
and higher living costs, combined with
an economy in the doldrums, has led
the military-imposed government to
rethink a pledge to wean farmers off
the costly schemes of earlier civilian
administrations.

The government said it would pay
adirect subsidy of Bt1,500 per rai for
up to15rai (2.4 hectares) per house-
hold, said Weerasak Kwanmuang,
director of the Rubber Authority of
Thailand. — Reuters
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