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YALA, 7th December 2017 (NNT) — Officials from the Rubber Authority of Thailand (RAOT) inspected flood-ravaged rubber plantations, covering more than 1,400
rai (about 550 acres), in the southern border province of Yala.

The RAOT Director, Surachai Bunwanno, led a team of officials to survey the damage of rubber farms in La Nga village. The farms have been registered with the
RAOT.

The inspection found that most small rubber trees were damaged as they were submerged for over a week.

Flood-hit rubber growers have been advised to submit a request for a subsidy of 3,000 baht per rai from the RAOT, Yala Office.
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BANGKOK, 7th December 2017 (NNT) - Thailand's Deputy Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister, Lak Wajananawatch, has met with a representative of rubber
farmers in 16 southern provinces, to discuss the enhancement of the country's rubber management system.

After meeting with the representative, Lak revealed that rubber farmers want all information on rubber farming to be stored in a single database because it would
increase the efficiency of rubber-related programs.

They also want to be involved in rubber management, Lak said.

Another request was that 7% of export fees collected from rubber exporters by the Rubber Authority of Thailand should go to the social welfare program for
rubber farmers.

The deputy minister said he urged rubber farmers to be self-suffident and rely on their skills to prolong their livelihoods, instead of waiting for assistance from the
government.

They should grow other crops to supplement their income or form a cooperative to increase the value of their produce while the government will do its best to
raise domestic demand for rubber, the deputy minister stated.

Lastly, he said a joint committee will be set up to allow both the government and the rubber producers to work together more effectively.
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