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AGRICULTURE

Rubber farm
cut aimed to
buoy price

CHATRUDEE THEPARAT

The government plans to reduce rubber
plantation area this year as a continuation
ofits efforts to raise domestic rubber prices.

Deputy Prime Minister Somkid Jatus-
ripitak told high-ranking officials from the
Agriculture and Cooperatives Ministry yes-
terday the ministry should try to reduce the
rubber plantation area by another 200,000
rai a year over the next five years.

The government pledges to support
16,000 baht per rai, capped at 10 rai per
family for farmers who join the scheme.

But eligible farmers have to grow their
rubber trees on land for which they possess
legitimate title deeds.

The scheme focuses on less suitable
areas for growing rubber trees, such asrice
farmland and low-lying areas.

News ID: C-180717001038

The ministry wants to start the scheme by
early next month, said Mr Somkid, adding
that reducing rubber plantation area is part
of ongoing agriculture reform efforts.

The ministry reported yesterday to Mr
Somkid that government efforts to encour-
age rubber farmers to grow other crops

has seen rubber plantation area dip by
400,000 rai.

Despite the reduction, rubber prices
have not improved.

Thailand’s rubber plantation area is now
estimated at 18-20 million rai.

In a related development, the ministry
was yesterday also told to cut rice farm-
land by 2 million raifor the 2018/2019 crop,
as the farmland for off-season rice in the
2018/2019 season is expected to top 10.22
million rai.

The governmentwill support 2,000 baht
per rai for farmers who grow other crops
instead ofrice.

Mr Somkid said the ministry should also
entice farmers to grow crops apart from
maize and tapioca.

“Marketing plans are very important
to reducing risk, and agriculture-related
ministries are required to implement more
effective marketing and production plan-
ning,” he said.

Mr Somldd tasked the Agriculture Minis-
try and Commerce Ministry to hold talks on
advanced production issues and appropriate

A rubber plantation
in Soeng Sang
district of Nakhon
Ratchasima.PRASIT
TANGPRASERT

buying prices with private sector playerslike
the Thai Feed Mill Association.

He has also asked the Commerce Min-
istry to help bridge the gap between high
fruit prices in Bangkok and other big cities
but low income for farmers.

The ministry should implement better
management for both the domestic and
export markets, said Mr Somkid.

He also said the Bank of Thailand and
the Securities and Exchange Commission
should be asked to broaden efforts on sup-
porting agricultural cooperatives.
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Welcome group of the Rubber Authority of Thailand

Travel and Lifestyle Press Releases Monday July 16, 2018 13:19
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Bangkok--16 Jul--Dusit Thani Krabi Beach Resort

H.E. Mr. Grisada Boonrach, Minister of Agricultures and Co-operations was welcomed to Dusit
Thani Krabi Beach Resort by Mr. John Kendes, Ceneral Manager and Ms. Chanisa Bunsuwan,
Executive Assistant Manager. H.E. Mr. Crisada Boonrach hosted a group meeting of the Rubber
Authority of Thailand at our resort from 28th and 29th June. Everyone had a great time at our
ultimate beach escape in Krabi and that the mesting was very successful.
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The resort is set among forty lush, immaculately manicured acres with direct access to 1.8 km of
exquisite white sand beach. Featuring 240 guest rooms and suites, contemporary interiors provide
a perfect balance berween beach-inspired elegance and madern luxury.
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