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Y AI. A S RE ADY Shophousesin Betong are adorned with street
arts depicting the local lifestyle.
TR PATTARAWADEE SAENGMANEE
G Gy THE NATION WEEKEND
& L5

ELGSs BORDERED TO the west, north and east by
Muslim girls serve roti from a pushcart near Pattani, Narathiwat and Songkhla and to the
Betong's clock tower. south by Malaysia, the landlocked province of
5> ZB Yalaisaveritable showcase of Malay, Thai and

Chinese culture.

The provincial capital, which is laid outlike
a spider’s web with a park at its centre, is the
much-loved home of master craftsman Phiya

I x I I I I ; a n d Tn 2005, he converted his house, just 10 min-
a

Sawanpruk, ownerofthe Sri Yala Batik brand.
utes away from Yala Railway Station, into an
rt studio and it is from here that he proudly
presents his batik fashion garments and home

furnishings.

One of his proudest achievements is reviv-
ing an ancient fabric known as pa la nging.
Once popular in Thailand’s three southern-
most provinces, it’s a luxurious yok dok bro-

cade silk with motifs of gold leaves and local
flowers that merges tie-dying, printing and

YALA PROVINCE IN THAILAND'S SOUTH UNVEILS A > et diteovered the pa ta mging textile
WEALTH OF FASCINATING TRADITIONS in my grandmother’s room. In the past, civil

servants used pa la nging to make sarongs

NATION/PATTARAWADE

Master craftsman Phlya Sawanpruk has suuessfully brought the tradltlunal pala ngmg textile back tolife. RIGHT: An artisan at Sri Yala Batik
demonstrates her craft.
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and turbans but it vanished almost a centu-
ry when the newer generations turned away
from sericulture to cultivating rubber trees
and other economic crops,” says Phiya, who
graduated in crafts and arts from
Rajamangala University of Technology
Rattanakosin.

“T'veworked with skilful weaversin Khon
Kaen’s Chonnabot district on developing
designs for hand-woven gold-thread silk
and cotton to conserve our traditions. Khon
Kaen's cotton is famous for its soft texture,
which looks smooth after being dyed mak-
ing it ideal for batik.”

All pa la nging fabrics are organically dyed
using extracts fromlocal plants - banana gives
brown and green, Indian almond, clay orange
and lac, pink. Phiya also carves his own wood-
blocks for printing more than 200 different
patternsincludingtiles,balusters, saba banana
and khao tom mad (steamed sticky rice
wrapped with banana leaves).

“I paint the fabric piece by piece, making
theminto one-of-a-kind artworks,” Phiyasays,
adding that he also lectures at several univer-
sities around the countryto pass on his knowl-
edge to the next generations.”

Visitors to hisstudio will be fascinated by
the collection of fashion apparel for men
and women, as well as totes, shawls, scarves,
key rings and tissue boxes. The pa la nging
textiles, meanwhile, are available at King
Power, leading resorts and on Thai Smile
flights.

“I want to help women in the community
to generate more incomeand our members can
earn at least Bt5,000 a month. I also want to
invite tourists to my home, where they will see

the Muslim and Thai-Chinese Buddhist vil-
lagersliving and working happily togetherand
not focus on the violence in this part of world,”
Phiya adds.

Leaving Yala, we drive through the breath-
takingly beautiful Bang Lang National Park

Asea of mist hangs
over Aiyorweng
district.

News ID: C-180728003033

towards Betong, the southernmost town in
Thailand.

We explore the small town on foot and
admire the stunning streetart that covers many
walls and portrays the Thai-Chinese lifestyle
including old cofteeshops, dim sumshops, veg-
etable stalls and Betong’s iconic post box.

The clocktower circleis apopularshopping
and dining venue and is home to boutiques,
barbers, Chinese and Thai restaurants, noodle
shops and bakeries. Here too we find the roti
pusheart run by two young girls, which has
been highly recommended to us by a group of
military volunteers. [ts popularityis evidenced
by the long queue but soon we are munching
onroti that arecrisp on the outsideand soft on
the inside and smothered in egg, banana and
coco powder.

The next morning, we leave Betong at 5 to
travel to the summit of San Kala Khiri
Mountain. Crowded with Thai and interna-
tional tourists, it’s the best vantage point in
Aiyoeweng district to take in the beautiful sea
of mist though we are unfortunate with the
weather and see only one per cent of mist.

Wecontinue to Piyamit Tunnelin Tano Mae
Ro district, once a stronghold of the
Communist Party of Malaya. Spread over one
kilometre under the mountain, it was built in
1976 with multiple entrances to serve as an air
raid shelter and to store food.

Hemmed inbyatropical forest, the Piyamit
Histories Museum is boastingarare collection
of old weapons, self-produced prosthetic legs,
black-and-white photographs, kitchenware
and musical instruments. Also on view is a
Chinese shrine and an imitation smokeless
stove made of clay.

“Wehad almost 1,000 members whowant-
ed to fight for democracy. The battles contin-
uedfor 50 years and in 1987 our party split after
the Thai government offered us 15-rai of land
per family for farming,” says Uncle Sue
Chong,68, who serves as a tour guide.

IF YOU GO

m Sri Yala Batik is at 85 Soi
Weruwan 12, Amphur Muang, Yala.
Call (087) 837 4007 or check out
the SriYala Batik page on

Facebook.

m Piyamit Tunnel is open daily from
8am to 5pm. Tickets are Bt40 for
adults and Bt10 for children.
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