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Ministry to compensate rubber growers

AL 9

national October 05, 20718 01:00
By The Nation

Some relief for those not tapping latex in efforts to control supply and boost
price

THE AGRICULTURE and Cooperatives Ministry is planning to offer Bt3,000 compensation per rai to rubber

growers who agree not to tap rubber latex in their plantations for three months
‘This is a planned measure to tackle faliing rubber prices,” Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister Grisada

He said he had already instructed the Rubber Authority of Thailand to consult the Council of State about the
D::S‘:-El:' |III :_f ceak -*_; a Bt

iImplementation
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T T Headline: Ministry to compensate rubber growers

Rubber Authority of Thailand

Grisada expects the Council of State to respond next week

ANA' Inspiration of JAPAN A STAR ALLIANCE MEMBER %7

We hope to implement the plan between November and next April,” he said. "We should then be able to cut

rubber supply by 200,000 tonnes.”

Grisada said authorities would take away tools for rubber tapping to ensure participants in the scheme did

not secretly tap the trees.
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Headline: Ministry to compensate rubber growers

While plantation owners are promised compensation, their farm hands look set to bear the brunt. Normally,
rubber tappers get paid to do their jobs on the basis of benefit sharing. But compensation is unlikely to be

shared if the plan is implemented.

ccording to Grisada, there are about 24 million rai (3.8 million hectares) of rubber plantations in the country.

Together, they have produced about 4 million tonnes in rubber yields yearly.
“If the rubber output comes down to just below 4 million tonnes, prices will increase,” he said.

Regarding 100,000 tonnes of rubber stored in Rubber Authority of Thailand's warshouses, said the authority
and the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand were now conducting experiments on how to turn rubber

into energy.

In related matter, Grisada also joined a videoconference yesterday for a project to promote maize growing
among rice farmers during November 2018 to September 2019 instead of growing off-season rice paddy.
The meeting was aimed at explaining project details ta the newly established provincial and district-level

working teams in 33 target provinces. They cover 2 million rai of rice fields deemed more suitable to grow

maize than off-seasan rice.

The Cabinet-approved project will provide loans at 0.01 per cent interest for the farmers to cover production
costs at Bt2,000 perraiforup to 15 rai, a loan at 1 per cent interest for agricultural institutes’ maize produce
gathering for sale to the private sector, and a government budget to cover maize produce insurance at Bt65

per rai (so a disaster-hit farmer can get Bt1,500 per rai compensation).

Grisada said this project will be successful — compared to previous maize-growing schemes — as it included

maize-growing in groups and with produce-gathering points for better sales and price bargaining.

rubber | measure | Rubber Authority of Thailand = Ministry to
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Ministry to compensate rubber growers

SOME RELIEF FOR THOSE NOT TAPPING LATEX IN
EFFORTS TO CONTROL SUPPLY AND BOOST PRICE

THE NATION rubber stored in Rubber Authority

THE

of Thailand’s warehouses, said the

AGRICULTURE  and  ,uthority and the Electricity

Cooperatives Ministry is planning  Generating Authority of Thailand
to offer Bt3,000 compensation per  ere now conducting experiments
raitorubber growerswhoagreenot ), how to turn rubber into energy.
to tap rubber latex in their planta- In related matter, Grisada also

tions for three months.
“This is a planned measure to

joined avideoconferenceyesterdayfor
a project to promote maize growing

tackle falling rubber prices, amongrice farmers during November
Agriculture and _Cooperatives 5013 o September 2019 instead of

Minister Grisada Boonrach said
yesterday.

growing off-season rice paddy. The
meeting was aimed at explaining proj-

He said he had already instruct-  cct details to the newly established
ed the Rubber Authority of  pyovincial and district-l}:avel working
Thailand to consult the Council of teams in 33 target provinces. They
State about the possibility of seek-  cover2millionraiofricefields deemed
ing a Bt9-billionloan, with thegov-  moresuitable to grow maize than off-
ernment acting as a guarantor for ~ season rice.

the plan’s implementation. The Cabinet-approved project
Grisada expects the Council of ;)1 provide loans at 0.01 per cent
State to respond next week. interest for the farmers to cover pro-

“We hopetoimplementthe plan  gyction costs at Bt2,000 per rai for
between November and next April, up to 15 rai, a loan at 1 per cent

he said. “We should then be able to  jnterest for agricultural institutes’
cut rubber supply by 200,000 iz produce gathering for sale to

tonnes.”

Grisada said authorities would

the private sector, and a government
budget to cover maize produce

take away tOO,lS, for ru])ber tapping  insurance at Bt65 per rai (so a dis-
toensure participantsinthescheme  ,qter_hit farmercan get Bt1,500 per

did not secretly tap the trees. rai compensation).

While plantation owners are Grisada said this project will be
promised compensation, theirfarm  successful - compared to previous
hands look set to bear the brunt. Mmaize-growing schemes - as it
Normally, rubber tappers get paid included maize-growing in groups
to do their jobs on the basis of ben- ~ and with produce-gathering points
efit sharing. But compensation is for better sales and price
unlikely to be shared if the plan is  bargaining.
implemented.

According to Grisada, there are
about 24 million rai (3.8 million
hectares) of rubber plantations in
the country. Together, they have
produced about 4 million tonnes in
rubber yields yearly.

“If the rubber output comes
down tojustbelow 4 million tonnes,
prices will increase,” he said.

Regarding 100,000 tonnes of
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