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Cambodia’s rubber exports
surge 22% in nine months

THE PHNOM PENH POST
ASIA NEWS NETWORK
PHNOM PENH

CAMBODIAN rubber exports
surged 22 per cent during the first
nine months of the year, compared to
the same period lastyear, figures from
the Ministry of Agriculture said.

Local producersexported 140,303
tonnes of rubber during the period -
an increase of 25,240 tonnes com-
pared toayearearlier, said Pol Sopha,
the director-general of the Rubber
Department at the Ministry of
Agriculture.

He said the price of rubber con-
tinued to decrease, with the median
export price of natural rubber falling
18 per cent year on year to $1,368
(Bt44,925)per tonne.

Tt also decreased from $1,434 per
tonne in the first half this year, while
the increase in exports is due to the
higher production of the country’s
produce.

However, Sopha expects that the
price will increase in the next few
years depending on the internation-
al market.

“Due to the international market

News ID: C-181024003096

price projection, the price of rubber
will increase in the next few years.

“The price is currently even lower
thanlastyear buthasstillnot hurtthe
agricultural industry, where the rub-
ber families arestill profiting. Rubber
is still a potential crop in Cambodia
and not much riskier than other
[crops],” he said.

Sopha said total rubber cultiva-
tion will reach a peak of 450,000
hectares in 2025. Cambodianow has
a total 0of 427,000 hectares of rubber
plantations, of which 201,000 is
mature.

He said the governmentis consid-
ering helping on tax payment facili-
ties to assist local producers and
exporters.

Association for Rubber
Development of Cambodiapresident
Men Sopheak said the current price
is not profitable for producers.

“There is no choice. Rubber needs
to be sold, no matter what the price,
since there are no factories [in the
Kingdom ] to produce [rubber prod-
ucts]. This price returns production
costs, but it is not profitable yet for
investment cost and is a loss for
opportunity cost,” he said.
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