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AGRICULTURE While the governmentwill be shoul-
dering the difference between the set
o minimum price and market price, Mr
Prlce Caps for Chalermchai said that the price guar-
antees will not affect the state’s coffers.
* “In addition to financial subsidies,
CaSh Crops ]_n the ministry will also help farmers to
reduce their overhead costs, and drum
up demand for their products in the
the Works market,” he said.
Mr Chalermchai said that the minis-
try is trying to increase the demand for
APINYA WIPATAYOTIN rubber products by signing a memoran-
dum of understanding with the Trans-
The Ministry of Agriculture and Coop- ~ Port Ministryto develop rubber-based
eratives is planning to spend 17 billion ~ products forroads, including construc-
baht to guarantee the price of certain tion materials, as well as barriers and
cash crops in the market. trai‘:ﬁc cones. ) )
“We are working to create price guar- “We will .also work.wnh major r}lbber
antees for rice, rubber and palm,” said produc.ers intheregion, Indonesia a‘nd
Agriculture Minister Chalermchai Sri- ~ Malaysia, to learn how both countries
on, yesterday. “A budget is being drawn hanFlle tt,le impact ofrubber price fluc-
up, whichwe plan tosubmit to the cabi- ~ tuations,” he said. ' )
net for approval very soon.” . Meanwhile, DeputyAgUCL}lture Mln—
Under the proposal, the price of  ISter Prapat Pothasuthon, said that just
rubber will be set at 60 baht per kilo- ~ under one million rai of paddy fields
gramme (kg), compared to the current have been damaged by the ongo-
average market price of about39baht/ ~ ng drought. _ N
kg. The price of palm will be guaranteed Mr Prapat warneq thatifleft unlrn‘m-
at 6 baht/kg, compared to the current ga‘ted, the drought will affect 10 million
market price of 2.46 baht/kg, whilerice ~ ! of.farmland.acm?s the country, or
priceswill be capped at 10,000 baht per one-sixth of Thailand’s total arable land.
tonne, up from about 7,000 baht per
tonne at present.
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SN S, [ Headline: Bt17 -billion to be allocated for crop-guarantee schemes

Rubber Authority of Thailand

A Bt17-billion budget would be allocated for crop-guarantee schemes this year,

Agriculture Minister Chalermchai Sri-on said on Monday (August 5).

The funds for major crops such as palm, rice and rubber will be maobilised from any
leftover budget of various departments under the ministry if the amount to be
allocated by the new government in the coming fiscal budget does not become
available, he added.

The price for rice should be Bt10,000 per tonne, Bt4 per kilogram for palm, and BtG5
per kilogram of rubber, he said, adding the duration and other conditions of the
scheme would be discussed among relevant agencies and made public when

finalised.

The minister issued a four-point policy for his ministry: advance planning for
nationwide water management; stabilising prices of major crops; tackling illegal
activities in the fishery industry, and prevention and elimination of cassavas' and

other crop diseases.

To boost the price of rubber, Chalermchai said his ministry would soon sign
memorandums of understanding with the Transport Ministry on road construction

projects which would involve bedding of bottom road tiers with rubber products.
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