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Thailand looks set to boost shipments of
agricultural products to India, in particular
rubber to supply the auto industry. 3

India keen to import more Thai rubber

High tariffs have limited the market, with both sides eager to cut them

Mr Jurin presided over the seminar on opportunities for the rubber induﬁt:y in the

t
|

two countries, co-hosted by the International Trade Promotion Department.

PHUSADEE ARUNMAS
'I'h - | looks set to boost shipments
a I a n of agricultural products to
India, in particular rubber to supply the latter’s
strong automotive industry.

Commerce Minister Jurin Laksanawisit, who
led a delegation to Mumbai and Chennai this
week, said the Commerce Ministry will hold dis-
cussions later with Indian counterparts to boost
rubber trade between the two countries and
tackle existing trade obstacles, especially tariffs.

Mr Jurin presided over a seminar and
business networking event yesterday between
Thai and Indian rubber players co-hosted by
the International Trade Promotion Depart-
ment, the All India Rubber Industries Associ-
ation and the Automotive Tyre Manufacturing
Association.

VT Chandhrasekharan, president of the

rubber association, said Indian rubber demand
averages 1.2 million tonnes a year, while the
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import volume was more than 500,000 tonnes
this year, only 10% of which was from Thailand.

India’s biggest import volume was from
Indonesia, comprising 42% of total imports, fol-
lowed by Vietnam at 20% and Malaysia at 11%.

Mr Chandhrasekharan said India is keen to
raise imports of rubber block and latex from
Thailand if Thai distribution agents are set up
in India.

P Vijayaraghavan, director of the tyre asso-
ciation, said relatively high import tariffs make
Thai rubber products less competitive in India.

India’s import tariffs are as high as 40% for
natural rubber from Thailand, and rubber
products are charged about 25%. Similar
products from other countries have been given
import tariff preferences.

The Indian tyre market was worth US$8
billion last year, and export volume topped $1.6
billion.

Since 2004, Thailand and India have imple-
mented the Early Harvest Scheme, under which
tariffs are waived on 83 items such as fruits and

67/25 nuuquuuun' ulvNdNUDY nsoinw4 10700

Page: 1/2

Ins. 0-2433-2222 ¢ip 512 [nsais 0-2424-9874 E-mail : prraotpr@gmail.com



N Section: Business/NATIONAL

Bangkok POSt Date: Saturday 28 September 2019
Volume: - No: - Page: 1(Top Right), 3

Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 52.80 Ad Value: 79,200 PRValue (x3): 237,600 Clip: Full Color

n1se1eumsUszinelyg | Circulation: 70,000 L . )
Rubber Authority of Thailand | od Rate: 1,500 Headline: India keen to import more Thai rubber

vegetables, jewellery, and automotive products.
Natural rubber and rubber products are not yet
included in the scheme.

Nikorn Likhitwangphanit, president of the
Thai Hevea Wood Association, said India is a
promising market with high growth for property
businesses and a government plan to build
smart cities in more than 100 locations worth a
combined $100 billion.

In a related development, Thai Hua Rubber
Plc yesterday signed a memorandum of under-
standing to sell a combined 100,000 tonnes
worth 7.5 billion baht to Indian importers. Of
the total, 50,000 tonnes worth 3.75 billion baht
goes to Helar Marketing and Consultants Pri-
vate Ltd and the rest to Apollo Tyres Ltd.

Last year, two-way trade between Thailand
and India amounted to $12.5 billion, up 20.5%.
Thai exports made up $7.62 billion, a gain of
17.8% from 2017, with imports up 24.9% to
$4.86 billion.

This year the Commerce Ministry aims for
exports to India to grow by 8%.
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Headline: Jurin’s China trip hailed a triumph for rubber, cassava, fruit producers

NATION THAILAND

Jurin’s China trip hailed a triumph for
rubber, cassava, fruit producers

By The Nation

ZE7 Viewed

Banjongjitt Angsusingh, director-general of the Department of International
Trade Promotion (DITP), has called Commerce Minister Julin Laksanawisit's

visit to China last weekend "beautifully successful”,
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“We urged China to buy up rice and rubber from the remaining quota and
China provided the opportunity to export more cassava, rubber and fruits

there,” he said on Friday (September 27).

The department plans to invite Chinese importers to meet Thai cassava
entrepreneurs in November. During the visit to China, its officials explored
the market in Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region, where businesses that
require cassava are blooming, especially the construction industry.

Thailand is China's top-ranked partner in the cassava trade. China imports
around seven million tonnes of Thai cassava chips and flour per year, with a
combined value of Bt60 billion, to Nanjing, Qingdao, Hefei and Shanghai's
Huangpu district.

Bankongjitt said representatives of the Rubber Authority of Thailand and
Sinochem Group would meet in Beijing from October 19-21 to explore ways

to hasten the trading process for rubber.

The DITP is meanwhile coordinating with the departments of Foreign Trade
and Internal Trade to expand the market for rubber with a booth at a major
rubber-products exhibition in Shanghai later this year.

It will also assist Thai businessman in negotiations with rubberwood and
latex producers in Malaysia and in November fly them to meet Turkish
entrepreneurs.

The DITP is looking for new buyers among makers of latex gloves and

automobiles,

Bankonagjitt said the visit to China also resulted in the sale of Bt100 million

worth of Thai fruit.

‘And China agreed to ease restrictions on Thai fruit imports, suggested ways
to increase trade value through e-commerce and is allowing Thailand to
participate in a fruit exhibition in Guangxi next month, where we plan to
promote coconuts, which are popular in China.”
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