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South rubber trees
Th Agriculture and
e Cooperatives Ministry

is trying to limit the spread of :
a fungal disease that has dam- S & o
aged rubber trees in four south- 5. Doy T G o
ern provinces. OIS AR -\

More than 330,000 rai of rubber 2 W& G R
in Narathiwat, Yala, Pattani and Qﬁ* et ( > o Al
Trang have been ravaged by S (AN B0 L N
Pestalotiopsis leaf disease since Signs of necrosis can be seen on
it was detected in September. rubber leaves affected by
The disease makes the rubber Pestalotiopsis. RAOT PHOTO
tree leaves fall and production
drops up to 50%. Since it hit the recommended fertilising system,’
four provinces, rubber output has the International Rubber Consor-
dropped by 40,000 tonnes. tium (IRC) said.

Thailand has about 14 mil- Agriculture and Cooperatives
lion rai of rubber trees, 8 million Minister Chalermchai Sri-on
of them in the southern region, yesterday ordered the Rubber
according to the Rubber Authority Authority of Thailand to contain
of Thailand website. These planta- the disease for fear it could spread
tions churn out around 2.6 million to other southern provinces.
tonnes of rubber a year. Krissada Sangsing, director of the

The disease, which is readily Rubber Research Institute, said
spread by wind, has damaged anti-fungal agents were needed to
2.3 million rai of rubber trees spray the trees and the ground to
in Indonesia and 16,000 rai in stop the disease, Manager online
Malaysia, according to the Inter- reported.
national Rubber Research and The institute plans to ask secu-
Development Board. India and Sri rity agencies to allow use of drones
Lanka were also hit by the fungus. to spray the agents in Waeng
Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia district of Narathiwat, the district
produce 70% of the world's rubber bordering Malaysia that is hardest
output. The disease returned to hit by the disease, it added.
the region in 2016, appearing in The Rubber Authority of Thai-
Sumatra, after it was first reported land said it is considering com-
in Malaysia in 1975. pensation of 3,000 baht for each

“One of the major causes of farmer whose crop is destroyed by
this spread is unhealthy rubber the disease. The IRC said rubber
trees due to low rubber prices exports from the three countries
in the past five or six years. The this year could be down by as
lower income induced rubber much as 800,000 tonnes. It did not
farmers to abandon or ignore the mention this year’s target.
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TRADE

Farm products go on tour

PHUSADEE ARUNMAS

In a last-ditch effort to boost ship-
ments of farm and bioplastic products
in what remains of the year, the Com-
merce Ministry is scheduled to hold a
business matching event on Nov 20 for
Thai companies.

Commerce Minister Jurin Laksan-
awisit plans to lead Thai businesses to
Turkey and Germany during Nov 15-19
to sell rubber and rubber products, food
products, tapioca and seasonings.

Yesterday, Mr Jurin said more than
180 foreign companies from China,
Japan, South Korea, Asean, the Middle
East, EU, the US, Africa and Asia will
join the event for farm products, fruit
and bioplastics with more than 200 Thai
companies on Nov 20. The ministry
expects the event to generate sales of
2.8 billion baht.

Mr Jurin said the ministry is also
scheduled to promote Thai medi-
cal products made of rubber at the
MEDICA 2019 fair from Nov 18-21 in
Dusseldorf, Germany.

The minister assigned directors of
Thai trade centres overseas to design
export promotion plans for rice, fruit
and rubber products in secondary
cities or states in China and India. At

News ID: C-191115001034

the beginning of 2020, the Interna-
tional Trade Promotion Department
also plans to promote Thai agricultural
products at Bangalore and Hyderabad
in India.

Yesterday the Foreign Trade Depart-
ment reported the use of free trade
agreement (FTA) privileges and the
Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) by Thai exporters dropped by
3.3%to US$45.2 billion in the first eight
months of the year.

The drop was attributed largely to
the impact of the prolonged trade war,
the weak economies of Thailand’s key
trading partners and the strong baht.

Keerati Rushchano, acting director-
general of the Foreign Trade Depart-
ment, said lower values for the use of
trade privileges were in line with the
country’s drop in exports in the first
eight months, down 2.2% from the same
period last year.

Mr Keerati said the top five export
markets with the highest use of FTA
privileges were Asean, China, Australia,

Japan and India.

The Thai-Asean FTA continued to
see the highest volume, totalling $16.6
billion during the first eight months,
with the Thai-China FTA tallying $12.6
billion and Thai-Australia privilege use
amounting to $5.39 billion.

The values for Thai-Japan and Thai-
India FTAs totalled $5.1 billion and
$3.01 billion, respectively.

In growth terms, the Thai-Peru FTA
saw the highest increase in use at 22.4%,
followed by New Zealand at 7.88% and
China at 5.78%.

Mr Keerati said the top five items
that used FTA privileges were trucks;
fresh durian; natural rubber mixed with
synthetic rubber products; fruit such
as guava, mango and fresh and dried
mangosteen; and sugar. Thailand has
12 FTAs in place, excluding the Asean-
Hong Kong FTA that took effect on June
11 this year.

The GSP is used for trade with the
US, Switzerland, Russia and Norway.
Detailed figures were not disclosed.

FTAAND GSP USE JAN-AUG 2018-19

$46.7bn » $45.2bn
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Global Rubber Markets

HOME NEWS v PRICES v  ANALYTICS SYNTHETIC TIRE RUBBER COMPANY

Asian physical rubber prices:
November 14, 2019

Movember 14, 2019 @ 4 LT

Nov 14 (Reuters) — Asian physical rubber prices

Grade Prices

Thai RS53 (December) $1.51/kg
Thai STR20 (December) $1.37/kg
Thai 60% latex (bulk/December) $1,080/tonne
Thai 60% latex (drum/December) £1,180/tonne
Malaysia SMRE20 (December) $1.38/kg
Indonesia SIR20% $1.38/kg

Thai USS3 38.72 baht/kg

* As of Nov. 13

MNOTE: Prices are sourced from the Rubber Authority of Thailand, the Malaysian
Rubber Board, the International Rubber Consartium and a private Thai website that

collates auction prices.

(Reporting by Shreyansi Singh in Bengaluru)
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