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THAI-EU TRADE TALKS IN THE OFFING
Thailand begins talks regarding a free-trade
agreement with the EU next week. The goal is
to conclude the deal within two years. B4

ai-EU trade talks
to start next week

Parties hope for a
deal within two years

PHUSADEE ARUNMAS

Thailand is preparing to embark on
talks regarding a free-trade agreement
with the EU (Thai-EU FTA) next week,
with the aim of concluding the deal
within two years.

Accordingto Auramon Supthaweet-
hum, director-general of the Depart-
ment of Trade Negotiations under the
Commerce Ministry, the ministryis pre-
paring to lead a teamn of state agencies to

negotiate the first round of the Thai-EU
FTA, scheduled for Sept 18-22 in Brus-
sels, Belgium. This will include meet-
ings at the head of delegation level and
19 expert-level subcommittee meetings.

The 19 subcommittees encompass
the areas of trade in goods; rules of
origin; customs procedures and trade
facilitation; trade remedies; sanitary
and phytosanitary measures; technical
barriers to trade; trade in services and
investment; digital trade; intellectual
property; competition and subsidies;
and government procurement.

Other areas are trade and sustainable
development; small and medium-sized
enterprises; state-owned enterprises;
energy and raw materials; sustainable

The department will engage in negotiations
with stakeholders to ensure comprehensive
and mutually beneficial outcomes.

AURAMON SUPTHAWEETHUM

Directorgeneral, Depariment of Trade Negotiations

News ID: C-230912001042

food systems; transparency and good
regulatory practices; dispute settle-
ment; and preliminary provisions,
general provisions, final provisions,
provisions relating to institutions,
and exceptions.

Thailand’s negotiation team will
consist of representatives from rel-
evant government agencies, including
the Commerce Ministry, the Finance
Ministry, the Agriculture and Coopera-
tives Ministry, the Industry Ministry, the
Natural Resources and Environment
Ministry, the Labour Ministry and the
Foreign Affairs Ministry.

The Institute of Future Studies for
Development, which has conducted
a preliminary assessment of the ben-
efits and impacts of the Thai-EU FTA,
expects it to expand Thailand’s GDP
by 1.28% annually, increase exports by
2.83% annually, and raise imports by
2.81% annually. Furthermore, it will
support foreign investment and job
creation in Thailand while elevating
international standards in related areas
such as intellectual property rights,
labour rights, environmental standards,
and sustainability.

Ms Auramon said the department
will engage in negotiations with stake-
holders to ensure comprehensive and
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A truck loaded with a container departs from Bangkok Port in Bangkok’s Klong Toey disirict. SOMCHAI POOMLARD

mutually beneficial outcomes.

During the first seven months of this
year, trade between Thailand and the
EU amounted to US$24.7 billion, with
Thailand exporting goods worth $12.9

News ID: C-230912001042

billion to the EU and importing goods
valued at $11.8 billion from the EU.
Key Thai exports include comput-
ers and components, air-conditioners
and parts, jewellery, electronic circuit

boards, and rubber products. Key Thai
imports include machinery and com-
ponents, pharmaceutical and medical
products, chemicals, and electrical
machinery and components.
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Building a United Front: Thai Ambassador to the EU Addresses Concerns Over
EUDR Barriers

September 11,2023 - No Comments



https://www.newsdirectory3.com/

The Thai Ambassador to the EU, Sek Wannamethee, has provided an update on the progress of

law enforcement regarding deforestation-free products regulation (EUDR) in a meeting with
Matichon. The EUDR has raised significant concerns for Thai entrepreneurs, and 17 countries,

including Thailand, have sent a joint letter urging the EU to review compliance with the law.

The EUDR, which came into effect on June 29, 2023, regulates the importers and producers of
seven products: rubber, palm oil, beef, timber, coffee, cocoa, soybeans, and some downstream
products. The law requires exporters to submit geographical coordinates and evidence of land
types to certify that their products do not come from deforested areas. This has increased the
steps and costs for Thai farmers and exporters, impacting over 1.7 million households and

accounting for 62 billion baht in exports to the EU.

The joint letter from 17 developing countries highlights concerns regarding the lack of legal
considerations, the short compliance timeframe, the potential increase in procedures and costs,
and the exclusion of small farmers from international trade chains. The signatories call on the
European Commission to publish clear guidelines for each product category, taking into account

the limitations of developing countries.



In addition to the joint letter, the Thai Ambassador has engaged in discussions with relevant
sectors, including the European Tire and Rubber Manufacturers Association (ETRMA), to express
concerns and seek clarification. The Rubber Authority of Thailand (RAOT) has also emphasized
Thailand’s commitment to forest conservation and its efforts to ensure rubber does not come

from encroaching forests.

Following the joint letter, ambassadors from the 17 countries will hold discussions with the EU’s
executives, focusing on their concerns and sharing Thailand’s experience in ensuring
deforestation-free rubber products. The aim is to find common ground with the EU and have them

consider the concerns of developing countries while drafting guidelines.

The EUDR has faced criticism due to the vagueness of the guidelines, and the affected countries
are seeking meaningful engagement and exchange of experiences with the EU. The Thai
Ambassador has consistently raised these concerns with relevant EU ministries and hopes for a

constructive dialogue to address the challenges posed by the EUDR.

Thai Ambassador to the EU
Moving forward to build a united front

Remove EUDR barriers

/11

Note “Matichon” Sec Wannamethee Ambassador in Brussels and the head of the delegation from
Thailand to the European Union (EU) explained the progress of law enforcement on products that are free
from deforestation. (Deforestation Products Regulation-EUDR) and the point that 17 countries, including

Thailand, have sent letters calling for a review of compliance with that law.

/11

oThe EU EUDR law has caused considerable concern for Thai entrepreneurs. Recently, it has

been learned that developing countries, including Thailand, have taken joint action on this

issue.



The EU law on deforestation-free products entered into force on June 29, 2023, and regulates EU
importers and producers of seven types of products: rubber, palm oil, beef, timber, and coffee. It
requires cocoa, soybeans and some downstream products a Due Diligence statement to certify
that the product does not come from areas subject to deforestation. (without deforestation)
where exporters of the above products to the EU must submit geographical coordinates. and
evidence of land types for companies importing from the EU. For such companies to use when
preparing reports to confirm that those products comply with the laws of the country of
manufacture. and is not linked to deforestation. This increases the steps and costs significantly. It
has had a significant impact on more than 1.7 million households of Thai farmers and exporters. In
addition to the value of exports of 7 types of products to the EU, accounting for 62 billion baht in
2021, especially rubber and rubber products, which have the largest exports with a value of up to

60 billion baht.

Recently, 17 developing countries, including Thailand, submitted a joint letter calling on the EU to
review compliance with the EUDR law. The gist of the letter is that 17 developing countries include
Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Mexico, Nigeria, Paraguay, Peru, Ghana, Cote d'lvoire, Honduras and Thailand addressed to the
main leaders of the four EU institutions, including : 1. President of the European Commission. 2.
The President of the European Council 3. The President of the European Parliament and 4. The
President of the Council of the European Union which is currently hosted by Spain on 7 September

The details are as follows.

1. Expresses great concern about the lack of legal considerations of the EUDR law. Obstacles and
challenges of local conditions of competitiveness and efforts of developing countries that are
already trying to prevent and eliminate deforestation. The EU will be the sole decision maker to
decide which countries are at risk of deforestation (unilateral benchmarking) to discriminate
against all countries in a way that may not be consistent with World

(https://www.newsdirectory3.com/category/world/) Trade Organization (WTO) commitments?

2. The law requires exporters and producers to comply with the EUDR to begin compliance by the
end of the fourth quarter of 2024, which means they only have 16 months from now to prepare.
Although the EU has not yet published clear guidelines (guidelines) on how all parties must
proceed. While the EU is drafting these guidelines, the EU should therefore discuss and listen to

producing countries. Provide guidelines for consideration to minimize impacts on developing


https://www.newsdirectory3.com/category/world/

countries. The requirements are flexible in terms of showing due diligence and providing
information about the geographical location of the crop. Traceability Issuance of various

certificates, customs procedures This is a trade barrier for developing countries.

3. If the EU does not consult with developing countries and provide the above flexibility. EU
regulations and guidelines will significantly increase procedures and costs for importers and
producers, although there is no proof that they will actually reduce the rate of deforestation. But
what will certainly be the result is the impact on small farmers. namely the majority of
entrepreneurs in developing countries, having to bear additional burdens and expenses Unable to
export to the EU market as before. excluded from international trade chains This leads to poverty

and hinders the achievement of the United Nations Sustainable Development Agenda.

4. Being excluded from the said international trade chain It was not caused by those small farmers
who were deforesting for the purposes of the law. rather, it stems from an inability to follow
additional steps that are more burdensome than necessary. The signatories therefore call on the
European Commission to publish clear guidelines for each of the seven product categories, taking

into account the limitations of developing countries.

5. Developing countries, such as the EU, also aim to combat deforestation and adhere to their
international environmental commitments and targets. But the EU must do this without neglecting
the UN's sustainable development agenda and the principle of common but differentiated
responsibilities. Therefore, we call on the EU to cooperate with various partners. seriously in order

to jointly resolve the effects of the EUDR and facilitate trade.

Oln addition tothe mentioned letter, there have been discussions with other sectors.

Relevant or not?

| have been following this issue since taking this position. Before sending the letter on behalf of the
17 countries above, on July 4, he went to discuss with the executives of the European Tire and
Rubber Manufacturers Association (ETRMA) in Brussels. Its members are private tire
manufacturers such as Michelin, Goodyear and Continental. including members of the Small and
Medium Enterprises Rubber Products Manufacturers Association It is also seeking clarification

from the EU Environment Ministry on several issues, such as guidelines for paracetamol.



We spoke to him to express our concerns. Exchange information on how much he has spoken to
the EU. It also provided information about the Thai side’s geographic storage system. Along with
informing that Thailand has developed evidence of land types. and address the concerns of the
Thai side, which has been discussed with the EU Commission on the Environment. We also

propose that ETRMA coordinate with the Rubber Authority of Thailand (RAOT).

On 4 September, the Chairman of RAOT and the Governor of the Rubber Authority of Thailand
together with the delegation also came to Brussels and came to discuss the operational guidelines
with me, emphasizing to the EU Environment Committee the importance that Thailand places on
the environment, forest conservation, and Thailand'’s actions according to the UN's sustainable
development goals and Thailand's willingness in terms of Thai law to ensure that forest
encroachment has not occurred. RAOT ready. His involvement should be important in explaining
this to the EU. and the issue was raised regarding Thailand’s strong point that our rubber does not
come from encroaching forests. along with suggesting that he explains the importance of rubber

to the Thai farmer sector.

It is also recommended that if there are letters from sectors related to rubber in Thailand to The
European committee will also have more weight. After ambassadors from 17 countries have
already written In order to make the EU see that Thailand can be a model for monitoring
consistent with not encroaching on forests. and also recommend NBTC which has links with
Indonesia and Malaysia. Find common ground with the two countries, which are considered the

world (https://www.newsdirectory3.com/category/world/)’s largest rubber exporters.

o Regarding the diplomatic missions of 17 countries, will there be any action? More after

signing the book together.

Ambassadors from each of the 17 countries have organized further discussions with the EU’s chief
executives, which correspond to permanent secretaries for the environment, on 18-19 September.
The EU is still in the process of drafting guidelines. We want to interact with him so that he listens
to our concerns. Thailand is considered to have significant experience and progress in ensuring
that our rubber products do not come from invasive forests. The exchange of experiences with
Thailand can be used as information when drafting their guidelines because although the EUDR

applies to 27 EU member states, But it affects all countries that export goods to the EU.


https://www.newsdirectory3.com/category/world/

oThe EUDR seems to have many problems. Especially the vagueness of the guidelines. After

17 countries sent issues, what is the EU’s attitude?

What we do is try to find common ground. Most importantly, we want him to listen to the concerns
of the affected developing countries. and ask those who will publish interaction guidelines
Exchange experiences and talk with affected developing countries In the past, | came across itin
many parts. Be it the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Ministry of the Environment and the EU Trade
Ministry Always bring this matter up for discussion. We are also seeking alliances and talking to the
European private sector, such as the EU-ASEAN Business
(https://www.newsdirectory3.com/category/business/) Council and the EU Environment

Committee. Because this law also affects the private sector in Europe.

Of course, in principle it is necessary that there should be no attack on the forest. Reducing carbon
emissions Thailand also participates in many international forums and we fulfill those
commitments. We do not disagree with intentions. But consider the negative effects that can occur

on our products and farmers, which is not good.

oWhat do you think people see the EUDR as another trade protection measure?

In a letter from the ambassadors of 17 countries, it was said that it could conflict with the WTO |
have discussed with the EU that this law and other laws from the EU create a trend of trade
protectionism. We do not want this law to become a barrier to trade. And what we are doing today
(https://www.newsdirectory3.com/category/news/) is to prevent that from happening. Because the
Thai EU is about to discuss the first round of FTA negotiations soon, while ASEAN-EU is a strategic
alliance. Cooperation between them is progressing in a good way. We do not want this matter to

undermine the positive direction of the cooperation that exists between us.

Follow every situation from Line@matichon here

#Thai #Ambassador #Move #build #united #front #remove #EUDR #barriers

(https://www.newsdirectory3.com/chunichi-sigriscuss-national-defense-ministers-impeachment/)
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Thal delegation heads to Brussels next week for
FTA talks with EU

NATION
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2023

The Ministry of Commerce will be leading a team of Thaitrade
delegates to the first round of the Thai-EU Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) negotiations, scheduled from September 18-22 in Brussels,
Belgium.

T his will include meetings of the Trade Negotiating Committee at the head of the delegation
level, responsible for overseeing negotiations as a whole, and meetings of 19 subcommittees
at the expert level. T he goal is to conclude the negotiations withintwo years.



T he T haidelegation, including representatives from various government agencies, such as the
Commerce, Finance, Agriculture and Cooperatives, Industry, Natural Resources and Environment,
LL.abour, and Foreign ministries, will participate inthe negotiations.

According to Auromon Subthaweethum, director-general of the Commerce Ministry's
Department of International Trade Negotiations, the talks would cover 19 subcommittees,
addressing various aspects of trade, including trade in goods, rules of origin, customs procedures
and trade facilitation, trade remedies, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, technical barriers to
trade, trade in services and investment, digital trade, intellectual property rights, competition
and support, government procurement, trade and sustainable development, small and medium-
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year, Auromon added.

In addition, the talks would also promote foreign investment, job creationin T hailand, and
elevate global standards in areas such as intellectual property, labour rights, environment, and
sustainability.

T he T hai government plans to engage stakeholders to ensure comprehensive negotiations
which would maximise benefits, she said.

Trade between T hailand and the EU inthe first seven months of this year (January - July) was
valued at US$24.79 billion. T hailand's exports to the EU were valued at US12.95 billion, while
imports from the EU amounted to U$11.84 billion.

Key export items included computers, equipment, and components, air-conditioning units and
components, jewellery and gemstones, electronic circuit boards, and rubber products. Notable
import items include machinery and machine parts, pharmaceutical and medical products,
chemicals, and electrical machinery and components.
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